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You teo can survlve a Worldcon! DON'T GO! Oh, you wanna
go, uh? Well, thet's a bit more iricky. Still... simply read
this copy of SHALL FRILWDLY DOG 17 for five days in the privacy
of your own fitted wardrobe, laughingly known to the management
of the Metropole Hotel as #ghasp* a double room *unghasp,

Then 21) you have {0 do is send encrinous sums of money to Skel
and Cas at:~ 25 Bowlend Closs, Cfferton, Stoclkport, Cheshire,
SKZ BN, fngland .. for details of the secrct handshake., I'm
not sure what gocd this will do yov, but my bank marager says
it'1l do wonders ifor my credibility. That was the colophon,
(You have to tell these dumb-assed neos everything).

THIS ¥iNZ IS DEDICATED TO THE GCOOD THIN:S IN LIFE

First and foremost, to Eric Mayer for his cover on GROGGY
six, the single higgest charge I've got from a fanzine in.,.oh
possibly forever, Absolutely su-fucking-perb!

Also to Dave Langford for the report on the sale of the
Langford car (third photo in von Daniken's 'Chariots Of The
Clods',,..in case you never saw it) in TWLL-DDU 16. This would
surely have been included in any 'Britisn Fanwriting of the
Seventies' compendium had thz self-impcrtant assholes who pro-
duced same realised that the year 1979 ended on the 31ut of
December, It'd almest be worth producing a 'Great British Fan-
writing of the Second Half of 1979' juci to henour yovr piics,
Deve,

.».and not forgetting Arthur D. Hlavaty's THE DIAGUNAL
RELATIONSHIF, consistently one ef *he rere interwseting inz.

I keep meaning to respond guys, honest. but in the mean-
time, . . THANKS,

BUT 0w A COMPETITICN. ..

Guess who is writing about which fan group: -~

"I doubt that we, tuken collectively, were a very likeble
group., we were too brash for that. NMere than hrasgh: we were
egregious, egotistic, adolescent, highly competitive, and 2
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touch imsecure, We were given to put-down jokes, and the one

among us who showed a human weakness was savaged about it end-
lessly. e were pretty lamn smart - I1'd guess the average 1Q

somewhere over 125, with peaks past 160 - and we knew it, We

made sure everyone avound us knew it, too."

The answer, of course, is Fred Pohl writing about 'fhe Fut-
urians in 'The Way The Puture Was'., Anyone who said "Greg
Pickersgill about Ratfandom" loses five points. Whenever did
Greg's honesty ever extend to looking in mirrors?

Howevar we're just back from the worldeon so it must he
time for,..TA-RA-TA-RA-TA-TA.,.,

Tk YORCON REFORT

My main memories aboutl Yorcon are an excellent ITtalian
meal we went out for at 'Biba’s' and the new type of air-
conditioning we invented, Several of us formed a *floor-
party! at one end of the bar/lounge/lobby and we devised the
system of sending the empty 1ift down to the basement car park,
letting it £ill up with cold air and then ca2lling it back to
release its bounty before sending it back for another helping.
Not & very sophisticated sysfem, you might think, but at one
point floorcon was in danger of outgrowing.its paremnt Lady.

My other main memory of Yorcon is of a group of us ghzmding
around Cas in the bar, embacassedly trying to hide her as she
drunkenly kept unzipping Leroy Kettle's fly. The Yorcecn com-—
mittee has my apologies. Leroy would too, except that he came
back three times for repeat performances,

»sobut enough shilly-shallying. Onwards te:-

THE SEACON REPORT

seobut first:-

SEACON 79 was an excellently run convention at which 1
enjoyed myself imensely. The concom did a terrific Job and
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deserve a vote of thanks from UK fandom, OCK...»®ut...so who
needs it?

What did Seac»n have that UK Eastercens den't? Yes, let's
make a list:-

1, Mere professicnal authors than you ceild shake a siiek
at, Great for neos, but how many authors dld you shake sticks at?
I tock a phete ef Clarke pinning Aldiss to the wall while he _
harangued him But it didn't ceme out. Doubtless some synchronous
satelite managed to blank it.

2, A bockriem ef gorsmacking immensity. Hcwever, unless
one has a wallet of gebsmacking immensity also, it's a bit of a
waste of time, causing one te gn back to enes reem and cry lots.

3, Incredible numbers of filthy rich Swedish fen, in such
numbers that even the American fans couldn't afford the fanzines
in the auction. Just about the enly time a UK fan managed to
hoy something (£13,000 for a cepy of FANZINE FANATIQUE I think)
nefd already got it and had only been bidding against the damn
Swedes in crder to push the price up in the hapes that they'd
run out of meney and he'd be able to snap semething u» later,
(Incidentaly, there was a paucity of fnz in the auctiun.)

4. Space War Games that cheat! That blew up your baitery
wit» A missile that cdefinitely missed and then close the game
down and demand a further 10p when yeu've still got twe fucking
batteries left and you're already on almest 700 peints,..and it
was the best start you ever made,

5. FHugo awards at which 'Hitch-Hikers' Guide Te The

Galaxy' didn't win, That wasn't so annoying in itself tut what
really *SKRNKLED* was the applause for the variecus contestants

as they were amneunced, fror which it was evident that had the US
fans been ahle to hear it befcre they veted it wauld protrably
have won, Iven Superman had fto admit as much when callecting the
award. However, let's Break off from this listing as the HUGO
results/awards are something at which I wish to write at length.

Yes tinies, the HUGOs left a nasty trostio. Tike all the
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other flea-brained cretins I laughed Yike a drain when they took
the piss out »f Geis at the awards ceremony, even to the extent
of handing the award over 1o ssme guy in the audience 1o deliver,
simply because he came from the same staie, However I leter had
to agree with Mike and Pat Meara that it was in very poor taste
and I was suitably ashamed of myself, Shit, those awards are
cuppesed te be where we honour the best among us. That was
thonouring?? Pat is right, If Geis honestly thinks that what
‘he produces is a fanzine then he is perfectily entitled fto let it
be nominated. If the powers that be don’t think it's a fanzine,
then they shoula have the guts tn make a stand and ban it. And
that some commiftee sheuld have the guts ts2 make suzh a staad is
born out by another result of the HUGO voting which pissed me off
even more,

Take the 'Fanzine' and 'Fanwriter'! categories, Ismecially
take the 'Fanwriter' category. The result was:- 1 Shaw, 2 Geis,
% No Award, No-fucking-award in thira place, for Christ'sake,
ahead of Langferd, Kettle and West. Now I don’t perscnally care
for the writing of D.West tut I acknowledge his ability. There
is only one way anyone could vete no awaré ahead of these three
and thet is if they are unfamiliar with {their work, OK, bui
look you pathetic excuses [>r a gnat's turd, if yeu aren't fam-
iliar with 60% of the nominations in a particular category then
you Jjust ain't fucking qualified {o vote in that category., It's
that simple, Yeur votes are meaningless and what is mere you
rendered the award iiself meaningless. GO AWAY AND SIN NO MORE!

Meanwhile, back at the listing of what the Worldcon has that
your average Fastercon doesn't: -~

6., Mcvie projecisrs that den't work/work hadly and inter-
mittently/are underpowered (why did they shoot the 'Supermen’
movie entirely at dusk?). Neither Cas nor I have seen that film
but neither of us managed o 9it through the SEACON screening,

The only other item I +4ried to catch, the prints of the T version
of 'Quatermass & The Pit! was alsoc ruined (and called off event-
ually)by prejector trouble., Then Ken Bulmer told me how much it
had cost the conventien ("How Much?!?!?") to hire that equipment.
I sincerely hcepe that the committee not only refuses to pay thai
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bill but also that they take the company to ceurt. Rip-Offs annoy
the hell eut of me,

7. Getting en far 3,500 peeple. That's just teo many (Jjust
3,000 too many, in fact)., Most fans I talked io agreed with me
(a pleasant change in itself) that they simply couldnt find the
people they wanted ie meet in amongst all that many people. Mosit
cf them seemed to do as I did and spent almost the entire time in

8. o..the fan reem., A large rsom cemplete with its own bar
and several games machines, which became a mini-cen in its own
right, Here ceuld be found, at any ons time, the bulk of active
fanzine fans from both sides of the atlantic ocean. To me this
room became the couveniion., ZEve Harvey, yeu saved my life, Nci
only mine, The fan reem abandened, to a degree, its traditional
roles and became in effect Fandom's refuge from the Worldecn...
an odd state of affairs,

9. Dave Fiper, anG we have phstographic evidence to prcve
it. Unfortunately I met Dave after my sccialising tendancy had
reached ‘'averload' and sc didn't get to know him any better thaxn
I already did frem his written presence in fanzines,

10, Lot's of US fans, whe all cdelighted in telliug us that
they ",..couldn't afford te live over here.'" Neither ceuld we if
we lived like that all the time. Ii's a pity mere US fans can't
make it across to an ordinary Bastercen because, if they spent
most of their time in the fan room, that's basically what they
attended anyway. However, I won't personally miss all these US
fans, simply because I didn't miss them this time, or should I
say, 1 did miss them. I'd better explain...

I am painfully shy., I DON'T KNOW WHY, I JUST AM. Not coyly,
simperingly shy, like I used to be. Nope, now I'm more maturely
shy, I Jjust find it incredibly difficult to talk to people
(unless I'm pissed out of my skull)., For me, meeting someone for
the first time, even after a long fannish correspondence, is
bloody hard work, It wears me nut. I sieze up. I can't think
of anything to say, my mind siezes eagerly upcn banalities as a
last resort and I stand there like a prat 25 “he conversation,



and the fans, move on. I can almost see the signs 'DISAPPOINTED'
and 'BORING’ ringing up in thelr minds, which of course makes it
worse next time. Usually it takes several meetings befsre there's
an almost audiole *CLICK* and I can relaz and just be friends,
There are less than a dozen fans with whem I have achieved this
state, after over seven years-in fandom and in virtuaily every
case 1 have had the advantage of entertaining these people in the
relaxing (to me) environment of my own hume.

Not surprising then that most JUS fans at SEACON will have
found we sitrengely uncomunicative, The surprising thing to me
was that I munaged to get so near to estarlishing this state with
Eli and Suzle, after only one exposure, With other US fans I'm
afraid 1 missed the boat, especially with you Gil.

Seacon is yet another con at which I failed to crack the
Dave Langford barrier, which I should have done by now, athough
i'm sure Dave's speech unimpediment has some bearing on this., He
fires words at me so fast I simply can't catch them all and they
fall to bounce around my feet, bright and cclourfui, like verbal
marbles. Desperately I get down on my mental knees to chase after
them but five more fall for evry one I catch, Eventually I re-
capture them all and sort them out in an embarassing silence snly
to look up and see Dave locking down at me with 2 pitying bewild-
erment in Lis eyes, walting for the respense I should have made
minutes ago, Maybe il I cculd juet sabotage his supply of 'guick-
time' so he had to travel 'low' like the rest of us....

Anyway, enough abcut SEACON, it¥il only make the US fans who
“couldn't make it more ammsyed; fans like....s

HARRY ANTRUSCHAK (93% N, Rosemead Blvd,31 San Gabriel,CA 91759.

I notice a lot of comment on beer.,...well in the UK I guess
you still have lots of heer to be proud of. Here in the USA we
have very little, mostly light lager. Very lignt and very taste-
less, In fact.....let's see how many good USA heers 1 can
think of:-

1, Pabst Beck Beer, A fruly delightful dark weer, but only
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availakle for two months ef every year.

2. Ancher Steam Beer. Frem San Francisce, this is a
lager, but one of the hest,..and the last te use the
Steam method. Loek it up in your beer besk. If your
book saye nething of the Steam methed of Lagering, you
have a turkey of a hook.

3. Ancher Porter., Same company as adeve.,.probably the
enly porter being Brewed in tho USA at this time.

4. Pryor's Deuble Dark,..l had this back easi several
years agy, I think it came frem Philadelphia. It may
e cut nf Pusiness by this ftime.

Des Equis is a very geoed heer, but it is Mexlcan., In fact
if we talk of 'American'! beers as oppesed to 'USA' heers, the
Mexicans cseme out way ahead, Mexicans still have a strong
Macho stireak in them, and see ne reassn to dilute the taste cf
beer ts cater te these ef weaker palates like the US brewers do.

I den't euite knew what 4o say abcut that series of puus.
Say, if I contribute te the 'Keep Cas Sleshed Fund', will y»u
contribute te the fund to give Pope John Paul II a lavender
glectric blanket?? Fandem owes it te itself te supply a Purple
Papal Heater.

*QUCH*

Oh yes, I am alss enclosing a set of pictures we got from
Jupiter as a bribe for SFD 17 whenever 1t eomes out. Hzpre y.u
like them!

24 SEPTEMBER 1979

Like them? ILIKE 'EM??7? I leved 'em. I just hepe you can
manage ts send me some ef the Saturn phetos tee, I passed the
Jupiter shots arsund at a party we had shertly befere SHACON
and everyene oxpressed great interest.




It's net so much that I have a turkey ef a beek on brewing
but rather that I den't have a beok at all. To paraphrase a
certain heiry Canadian person, "I don't want to read akout it,
I just want to pour it dewn my mneck."

NEW READERS START HERE

Yep, 1've been reading hooks again, I keep meaning to give
it up but I keep weakening and reading another,

Clarke's 'FOUNTAINS OF PARADISE was a surprisingly enjsy-
able novel but REPORT ON PLANET THREE was disappeinting for
although pablished in 1972 some of the essays had originally
appeared back in the fifties which new makes them pretty tame
speculatiens indeed, Carl Sagan's THE DRAGONS OF EDEN however
is nothing of the kind feor despite feeling that he's added
nothing I hadn't read before he has pulled together a lot of
threads and done it in a way that bsth instructs and enter-
tains. Joce Poyer's THE SHOOTING OF THE GREEN (recently repub-
lished as HELLSHOT) is & goed entertaining thriller which I'd
rate ag slightly inferier to the same autherts THE DAY OF
RECKOMING, possibly his best book., See what happens when you
fail 4o cut it as an SF writer?

One SF author who definitely can cut it is Jack Vance but
I've been strangely unimpressed by his work recsntly, espec-~
ially his last two Alastor novels, MARUNE and WYST. Even though
it is an clder book, TO LIVE FOREVER also seems to miss more
than it succeeds. I den't think it's me because I've just re—
read the Planet Of Adventure series and found them every bit as
wonderful as before,

E.C.Tubb's 'Dumarest' series still entertains me but again
the standard seems to be slipping, I've no ebjectiens to series
as such and, like 'The Fugilitive!, I'm quite capakle of ignoring
the never-ending aspects of the series as a whole, enjoying
each novel as a drama in itself, However, the backgrounds in
HAVEN OF DARKNESS, PRISON OF NIGHT and WEB OF SAND are not as
well crafted as earlier episodes

One series I theught would never let me down is John D,
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MacDonald's 'Travis McGee! but his latest offering THE EMPTY
COPPER SEA is laboured and pedestrian, es if he's feeling his
way back to the character. Iike Glicksohn tells me there is
yet another T MeG ncvel out in the staies which he says he'll
send me as seon as it gets eut in paperback, The eternal opti-
mist, I have baited my breath already. I hought CONDOMINIUM
when it came cut in paperdack (having first read the hardback
from the library) and found it just as enjsyable the second
time through. Shertly after buying this I came acress a mint
copy of the hardback secondhand which I'd have far prefferred.
CLEMMIE is really well written but I wish he'd stick to the
'detective!/thriller as the theme of marital infidelify bores
me to tears. That I thorsughly enjeyed this sitory is a trib-
ute to the writing skill rather fthan the suhject matter.

Fred Pohl's ALTERNATING CURRENTS is a Ballantine hardback
I picked up on heliday for 15p. The book is ex-libris but
the fact that it was only ever taken sut once accounts for the
amazingly good condition but doesn't explain why it should have
been 'Discarded By USAF' after cnly one borrowing. Unfor-
tunately the stories within are very early Pohl and remackably
un~-noteworthy, The same cannot be said of bis memoirs; THE WAY
THE FUTURE WAS which pravided an insisght inte beth pro and fan
doings of earlier days.

Since I bought Silverberg's A TIME OF CHANGES T have
picked it up several times but always been put eff by the blurb
which convinced me that the nevel would he intrespective;
drug-conscious and artily depressing. Not so., I found it to
be one of the betisr novels I'd read this year, Mind you,; it
has not been a particularly geod year.

ind here, just to make me feel even worsc akeut not res-
ponding to THE DIAGONWAL RELATIONSHIP, is a LoC frem ...

ARTHUR D. HLAVATY 290 Couligni Ave;New Rschelle; NY 10801:USA

The letter frem Eli Cohen is excellent, but I'd gquibble on
one small ooint, I believe that SF elitors de have the right
t0 behave in a sexist manner. I'd rather reone »f them did, ax
those who disapprove of sexist editorizl heucvior have the rignt
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to complain, beycett etc., when faced with such behavicr, but I
don't think private empleyers should be foreibly er legally
prevented from sexist practices, If they really are liscrim-
inating unfairly and irrationally, the market will catch up
with them, It's the state which muct be prevented from en-
gaging in sexist behavior,

I liked yeur summary of the typical Ross Maczdenald plot.
Like Ron Geulart and Barry Malzberg, Macdenald wrate a very
g00d boske,...many times,

When you watch an Americem TV show, the quesiisn to ask
yourself is n2t "Weuld I enjoy this if I were an American?”
but, "Would I enjoy this if I were an idist?" Thatis the aud-
ience they're aiming for.

Pohl and Kermbluth wrete ene sther mainstream novel,
'Presidential Year!, It was published by Ballantine in 1956
and I den't believe it's ever been reprinted. I read it yoars
ago, and feund it cempetent, but uwninspiring. In the iniro to
'"The Best Of C.M.Korntluth' Pohl says that ths two of them also
wrote a book called !Sererity House' vnder the name of Jordan
Park, =u3 that Kormbluth also wrote mainsiream neovels czlled
'The Naked Sterm!, 'Valerie', 'Man Of Cold Rages' and 'Half!
("..about a sexually incomplete man") as either "Park" or
"Simon Eisner', I've never scen any uf these.
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"A great deal of what we consider important abeut the lasi
few tens of milliens of years ef Farth's histery seems to hinge
on the extinctien of the dinesaurs. There are literally dozens
of scientific hypetheses that attempt to explain fthis event....
from massive climatic change.....to the extinctisn ef & plant
with appairent laxative properties, in which case the dinosaurs
died ef constinatisn,"

Carl Sagan in 'The Dragons Of Eden't
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Whowi Now there's a cencept. Can yeu imagine what it'd
te like to weigh seventy tons...and be constipated. Jee-zuzzl
Here we all are, always having theught that the dinosaurs main
problem wos that their brains werc disproporticnatcl; small in
relatien to the size of their hodies,..wnen all the time their
main problem might have been that their anus was disprsporiion-
ately snall, MNaybe Don Thempson can help here. Just how big
are¢ these coprelites, Doa?

This beek of Carl Sagan's is really fascinating, you kmow?
Like the fact that the left-hand hemispaere of the brain holds
a kindlier eutleck en life than the rignt-hand hemisphere. I%
therefore fzllows that people who view the werld predominanily
with the left hem’sphere (ie the right eye) nave a more pleas-
ant view cf life and {fthersfere a nicer, warmer, more onen per-
gonality, Wives of people whose left eye is false will ne
doubt echo these sentiments, as I'm sure would Brian, had we
bui met....

BRIAN EARL BROWN 1£711 Burt Read: Apt,207; Detroit; MI 46219,

Would the ordinary Joe blab te a private detective? Well
since they usually seem tc be investigaiing nurders and mest
people seem to love te gossip about nurders, I'd say "yesh",
Private Investigators would proovably get people talking. Cops,
cn the other hand, might have trouble getiirg pesple to talk
because they are authority figures. Nobady likes to talk to
cops because they all feel secretly guilty about something and
fear they'll be arrested, Private Eyes, on the other hand,
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Haig on a minute Brian...just hew many fucking hands has this
guy got, for Christ's sake? Maybe he shsuld be a Private Arm,
ooooooo.o.o.o.o.o.o.ono.oao.o.Q.Q.Q.QOQ;QGQ:Q,Q,Q.Q.Q,Q,Q,Q.Q
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«scare just working Joes, Beth ceuld get teld to bug off fre-
guently »ut cnps, I suspect, more than Private Eyes.
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Recently T discovered that a statian we barely recieve
carries old 'Dr., Who! shews, from Jon Pertwees' peried, I can'tit
tell if I've lucked inte singularly dull serials or whether the
show is not all that great., It's slew compared t3 US progrom-
ming, which I guess 1s normal, but it scems so serisus! Where's
the camedy?

Where indeadl?! Jen Perfwes was 'Dx», Who! at its' very
nadir, Bscause Perfwee is a coumedy 'personality' I suspect that
he saw Dr, Who as hig cwn 'Hamlet' and fucked it up accordingly.
For a long time I held true to Patrick Trovghton as the ocily
versisn of the goed Ductor worth a damn tut I have finally been
won over by Tom Bakers'! irreverence,

No doubt lilke all other fans, the T series that has had me
glued to the set recently was BBC2's 'Time Qut Of Mind?! which
was a series of five programmes dealing with the work of speci-
fic authsrs (Clarke, Brunmer, Moorcock and McCaffrey) all in-
volving a lat cof fostage shot at SEACON, whilst the fifih and
lagt progrrmme featured the cin itself., Honestly, T know we are
supposed te be mature and blase about such things tut actually
gseinz and/ar hsaring Cas, Mike and Pat, Jim Barker, Ian Maule,
Mike CGlicksohn, Graham Charnock, bruce Pelz 211 screered coast
to coast...IT FUCKING BLOWS MY FUCKING MLND FUCKING FUCKING.

I didn't want to be a star anyway! What really bugs ne
thongh is that now, whenever I say "Cas, how abocut making a cup
of coffee;, lave?” all I get is..."We STARS dun’t make coffee,.."
However; on 10...

THE LAST ROUND-TP

oeoWhich will ence-and-for-all bring the subject nf T to
a close (fcr a while at least).

Mike Bracken extols the virtues of MASH and THE TWO RONNIES
and. wonlers way ihe latter is never mentioned hereim. Well,
Mike, it is still currsntly bheing aired over hare (repeats of
the last series) and I do find it generally enjoyacle although
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they do sometimes get into a sketch and then seem unable to
find their way out. My favourite sketch of theixs is !'The
Complete Roek!', '

Laurine White says MAN FROM ATLANTIS and LOGANS' RUN

weren't that bad, Never mind Laurine, get a new rag to {is
your head with and you'll soen feel bhetter.

Mary Leng theught 'Gesame Street' was maide in the UK,
Waen you've finished with that rag Laurine.... Mary also says
that she leves the films they show on ™ in the states.

Steve McDenald says the films thore are the Lest part too
eseoand they‘re 'Plan Nine Frem Outer Space! and like that.

Eric Mayer can't get into the Tom Baker episodes of 'Dr,
Who! because they're heing shewn on a Saturday, when he isn't
at home to watch it, Yes Eric, that would maxe the series a
bit tricky to fellow, But don't give up.(The nind hoggles).,
Eric and Kathy also go a bundle on 'Reggie Perrin' and 'When
The Bo-At Comes In' altheugh they don't seem %o have got the
more recent series of these yet, where Reggie and his wife
set up a cemmune and where Jack Ford buggers off 1o mell
whisky e Al Capcne. Sece Mary, 'Bo-At' is on ever there some--
where. S£9 what else do you wanti 4o know, Mary?

Dave Rowe writes "Mary Long was asking atout a James Burke
'Connections' programme in whick Henry VIII's divoxce, the great
elephant famine ef the 19th century and “The S¢und Of Music" are
all cormected. Did you see it, and if you did, what was the
connection?" No, thank Christ! Just what the hell is it with
you, Mary?

Jim Meadews the Umpteenth says that the fun will asome nexi
year when US Natienal Puvlic Radie and ihe BBC get together and
produce their radic adaptation ef !'Star Wars'!.'" "New that'", he
says, "is culture," Mind you, he also says British TV leaves
him frustrated. Must be the smaller sockets, Jim.

Tin Marion says that people like Harry Warner den't watch
'Mash' because they think it makes a comedy out of war. There
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are people like Harry Warner? I alwaye thought Harry was
unique. Jim also warns ue about scmething totally and 100%
romseatingly awful callsd ‘Onz Day At A ime’ which iz a
cemedy prograwsme so had that® ITW. is sure Lo bDuy 1.

Bernie Peek is one of mamy who have told me that 'Soap!
sndy e *B@Laey Miller! is worth waiching, I triled the lalter
once and couldn't get into it, Thore was vest ammounts of

studiy laughter going cn and I kegan to wender whether I was
getting scund from some other chammel, bacause there was bugger
all funny that I eould see or hear, Perhaps it's ocine of those
showo whare you laugh at sr with the charscters, rather than at
the scripts, in which case it would need more than one watching.
Uafortunately, in this area, !'Scen' suffers frsm heing screened
in the 'oasic! hour. That's when yosu geh an entire evening of
crud viewing with one decent or potentially decent programme at
the end, about eleven n'clock or so., Invariably I say "Bugger
iti" end slepe eff to bed,

Ron Salemon wants to know how I know about american TV?
Logk Ren, the whole world gets your nrogrammes, We all know
that 99% of americans are caps who spend their lives in cars
chasing the car in frent which also happens t» be cops from
another series chasing...oecs

Joseph Nicholas apologises far getting his knickers in a
twist. It seems lha’ Jessica Benton is an actress in 'The
Onedin Line' whilst the actress whe plays '"Jessica'" in 'Logans'’
Bun' is Heather Menzies, New readers should net read this
section starting "Jeseph Nicholas" as it is too cryptic. Older
readers would not read anything startlng "Jeseph Nicholas" any-
way, as it is too bering,

Pamela Boal feels sorry fir younger viewers, net lLecause
they okviously have mere TV viewing anead of them, but rather
because they are more sophisticated and technically aware and
will likely miss the thrill, from the new Quatermass serial,
that she expsrienced with the garlier series, which had her
gripping the edge of her seat,

Bick Sneary alsn wrote about ™ (but misspelled it) saying
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that a quarter of the twe-hours-a-day he watches, on average,
are UK shows, and considers it remarkable that "Fawlty Towers!
should stir up so much interest after only six episodes, He
then goes on 17 blot his escutehion by being disappeinted by
'The Hitch-Hikers' Guide To The Galaxy',

Mike Glicksohn thinks the funniest capsule putdown of
'Battlestar Galactica' was a line attributed to Lorne Greene,
commander 2f the scattered remnant of the human race:'Here comu
the Cylons; get the spaceships in a cireclel” Mike also says:-—

"T've lived twenty-one years in the Norith American cultural
milieuw, including the formative years when my tastes in popular
culture were being shaped, and I find 'All In The Family' crash-
ingly unfunny most of the time. (On the sther hand, I find
Terry Hughes hilarious and the two of us often get tageuher and
laugh at Paul Skelton, each asking the other, "Do you suppose
Joseph Nichnlas finds him as funny as we de?" If either of us
answers "Yes" though, we both step laughing and start worxying)"

I'11l leave the last word on the subject of ¥ To Bch
Vardeman, writing in his ¢olumn for TOMORROW AND,..9 edited by
Jerry Lapidus back in 1973,

"T don't usually watch TW because I can generally find
something better to do, even if it's standing on my head and
whistling the phone book in Morse Codes.ses."

22 OCTOBER 1979

Yes Cynthia, you tyo can do a letter column broken up by
subject matter. I still dislike such a beastie generally but I
dc think it is ideal for highlighting one particular subject
whilst still leaving the bulk of each LoCers letter in which he
can reveal his personality.

Ce typewriter est fucked. Plus fucked,
Apparently the rubber on the roller has hardened to the

texture »f concrete, causing the keys 1o actually 'cut! the
stencils, carbon and backing sheet. A new platen will set us

-u17o-



back at least twenty guid, which nc way seema worthwhile for
after all T111 still come cui of it with a six oxr seven year
old typor. As a temporary measure all the typewriter man could
suggest wac for me to wedgz several shecss of paper behind the
stencil to try and cushion the cutting edge. Other than that
he did offer me getting on for £40 trade in on {his for a new
frlly electric portable so that I'd only have io shell out

£125 but whilst we have been talking about getting a new typer
we'd never intended to pay out so much so soon. The trouble is
that once you've had an electric typer you don't want tc go back
to hammering away on a manuval and whilst I could get a second-
hand office model oheaper there would then be the problem of
where to keep it., One of the joys of this little semi--eleciric
portable is that I can type on the dining-room table and with-
out any bother just shove it under the sideboard when Cas comes
storming in with dinner and a load of brain damage about people
who sit and type and don't help with getting meals ready.

A BOOK AT BEDTIME

Starting Piers Anthonys'! !Cluster! series with the seccnd
volume, !CHAINIHG THE LADY' may not have been one of the smarter
moves in my life but I suspect one could probably say the same
about starting it with the first book., The whole thing is so
very ordinary, sensawunda-wise and if you're going to write
getting on for a thousand pages then 'ordinary! is the last
ingredient you need, True, it wasn't so bad that I couldn't
finish it but it hasn't made me want to seek out the other two
volumes,

John D. MacDonalds' !'CONTRARY PLEASURE!' is very good,
dealing with people as always and avoids the pitfalls of
ICLEMIE' by providing multiple viewpoints as well as an inter-
esting background to nasty rude stuff, whereas in 'CLEMMIE' the
people-doing-rude~things was less interestingly handled.

William P. McGiverns' 'THE NIGHT OF THX JUGGLER' is quite
a gripping thriller but in this I found the changes of viewpoint
to be distracting, especially as the book moved towards its
climax. Like you associcte with one guy, you know, and he tends
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to become #The Hero* and as he is obviously the one best able
to cope it gets annoying when these other pratts keep coming in
for their brief moments in the spotlight.

' THE BEST OF LEIGH BRACKETT! is a bock published lcng after
its time for all ome really sees now is her limitations. She
does one thing superbly well,..time and ftime again, Back when
these ztorics were writlen her ability to create myth aand moed
must have stood out like a beacon to a storm-tossed mariner.

Now alas, more i1s required and whilet a single story may be en-
joyed for these qualities, 400+ pages of the same old fthing is
not likely to set the world alight.

MIKE GLTCKSOHN 141 iligh Park Avenue; Toxonto; Ontario; M6P 253,

The opening page or so of the issue is gently misleading
you realise, It claims to be an issue of SMALL FRIENULY DOG but
it reads like an issue of LARGE LOUD EXTROVERTED FEMALE DOG.
(There!s a word for a female dog, I think, but it escapes me at
the moment...)(Ch yes, I remember, "Lassie")., Seriously though,
fellow members of the Ian Willlams Fan Club, it was nice fo see
Cas's refined fingers hitting the old keys once again and par-
ticipating in that most exciting of interactions belwecn married
fans: pubbing the ish. I'm not sure that drunken stencilling
is precisely her forte yet...

0+0 He means it was "Fucking Awful" Cas 0-0

escbut we all have to start some-
where, Harvey's Bristol Cream is sure an expensive way to learn
the art of rambling incoherently whilslt sloshed, though.

Then SID suddenly starts to stand for SFRIOUS FORMAT, DIS-
CUSSICON and while your response tc Iili’s comments aboul soxism
et al is a reasoned and thoughtful piece of self-analyzsis I get
the impression that this isn’t really what you want to publish
in your own fanzine, and I think it's a loss when S¥FD becomes
yet another forum for arguing back and forth about sexism in.-.
stead of a unique example of the wi' and wisdom, albeit occas-
ionally high-spirited, of Peul Skelton., (I wonder why Fli zsan’t
understand the reason some men mignt want to belong fo a !'ion-
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(nly! ¢lub bub seems to vaderstand, although reg-
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care to in my direction and I'm afraid I won't ke overly dis-
turbed, I don't demand that anyone adjust their lives +to suit
me and I don't see why I sheuld be expected to do something I
don't. want fto do just because someone else thinks it's the
right way to do things. Issentially we seem fo have very sim-
ilar attitudes towards such matters, Paul; the big difference
is that I don't feel I need feel guilty about feeling the way
we both do.

COGOH, YOU ARL THO UNDERTETANDING, MIKEY DEAR...

e« B2t you have definitely encapsulated my problem in a
nutshell (L £ #id£). It is ore thing for me to state that a
person is allowed te bte less than perfect, it is anether matter
entirely for me 1o see myself failing to do samething which I
believe intellectualy to be correct, simply because J can't be
bothered. This goes in spades when I also believe that the aim
is important, In my head I beleve this. Deep down apparently
I couldn't care less, or certainly not enough to actually do
anything about it. My mind is ashamed of the rest of me. Ny
self-view is obviously in error. Way down, I cver-rate myself
and my idealised self, my intellectual self is the self that
produces this zine when I'm sober and we all know how intol~
erant perfection is of the imperfect,

So, Dr, Jeckyll feels guilty about being Mr. Hyde., I know
I should come to terms with myself and get ~rer this but there's
also the problem thatwhen I lower my sights for myself I'1l be
giving up and I don't think I should give up on myself at only
thirty-two years of age.

BROUGHT TO BOOK

D. D. Chapman's and Deloris Lehman Tarzan's 'RED TIDE' is
an Ase SF special that was remaindered at Woolies recently,
I'm noet surewhy as it read guite well, without pulling any
trees up. Rnss Macdonald!s !THE DOOMSTERS! was a rather "mark
—~time" Lew Archer novel, leaving one feeling that he wasted his
time and ought to have been producing somethirg worthwhile as
he usually does&, John D, lMacDonald's 'THE EXHCUTIONERS' is
just a re~-titling of 'CAPE FEAR' which pissed me Jff as I
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bought the fucker without leokinz at The ®lurh. A pox on all
publishers. !'RFPRISAL! is another one of William MceGivern's
ncvels apeut competent men who'!s only failing is an inability

Yo understand how ethers can ko gatisfied %ec he less than sim-
ilarly perfect. The only problem is that this central charachor
is unchanged at the stories end whioh is rather dissatisfying.

In complete contrast Beb Shaw is still pursuing his policy
of 'nurd-as-hero! in 'DAGGER OF THE MIND'., Not only is the
here a nurd, he's also an epileptic. Bob 1s obvieusly still
working up to his teur-de-force 'MONGOLOID PARAPLEGICS QF 61
CYGWNI C! but I suspect I'1ll give that one a miss. A long time
ago Bob wrete a story with an extremely competent hero hefoxre
he realised what he'd done and, scared shitless, preceded to
blind the poer bugger,

What'!s happened is that Beb has tumbled ts the fact that
it is much easier te Build 'characters' areund flaws and new
that he's coupling eharacter flaws with physical disabilities
we!ll ne doubt suffer fram manic-depressive spasties, paranoid
patients and other easy plays at grabbing sympathy. I suppose
one could argue that it's a pleasant (?) change to have a hers
who is phzsicaly handicapped, dut Shaw's herovs have eneugh pro-
blems inside their heads.

In this specific work the hero wins. He comes te terms
with his disability, with himself,,.and...h2 gets the girl.
However, he does lese his pavanormal ability. I found this
depressing and at first I put this dewn to cne of the preblems
of having a ccsmic mind., 0K, so he succeeds in every important
respect and simply loses a miner psychic akility ....se why do
I feel he's really lost after all?

The answer is that he has lost. He was a person who was
toth inferier and superior at the same time, He has traded off
the geod te rid himself of the bad, He has fought fer and ati-
ained mediecrity. The thing is, science fictien is nct supposed
to be the literature eof mediocrity., I don!t want to read abeut
people achieving the erdinary, clesing dners on the future and
everything endimg up status-1980-very-much-gue.
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Much more satisfying is Rcss Macdonald!s ' THE. WYCHERLY
WOMAN', possibly one of his best crafied mysteries although it
too suffers from his usual failing...if one retraces the charac-
ters intc the past one can usually deduce the linkage from which
events then devolve, thus unerringly pointing out the villain
at an early stage. However, the mystery per se is only a pcri
of the 'Lew Archer' novels., The richness of the writing is
probably on even stronger element and several samples of his
1 throw-away! descriptions from this novel will grace the rest of
this zine, beginning hexe,,.
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Mloney flaowed through the state capital like an alluvial river
and the Hacienda Inn was one of the places where the golden
silt was deposited, "

QOQ-Q-Q.Q({O.Q.Q.Q-Q..QanQ.Q-Q.Q Q'Q.QDQBQ.QIQQQQO.IQhQIO..O..Q.Q'Q
O -OQOQOQO\.) \(.)OQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQOQO

Mueh less rewarding is Piers Anthony's '0X'. This goes on
my list of 'books to read whilst being lobotomised! or leight
books to be.sent to a desert island whilst I stay at home!. It
seemed to wead QX whilst actually reading it bul picking it up
again was a pabicw of total disiaterest, In fact when it was
due back at the library I still had fifty pages tn go but I did
not renew it, nor did I take it back a day late and pay a 2p
fine. "In fact, I couldn't even be bothered turning to the last
page to see how it turned sut. Net highly recommended,
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esas 0T as one homosexual said to another: -

NWith friends like you, whu needs enemas?"

sesseand Cas says I'd better not explain the origins of that.
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24 WOVEMBER 1979

"There ain't no way to sitand Kansas,
when you've been to 0z."

Recently I bought the first LP for ages that hadn't filled
me with a sense uf disapprintment. ‘'Hard Times For Lovers' by
Judy Collins. One track in particular, 'Dorothy!, has caughit
my imagination, It deals with a sad, middle-aged woman whc
never came to terms with reality after sacrificing her nne
moment of magic, and who spends her whole lifetime wishing tn
go back and recapture "all the colcur she traded for black and
white!, through a failure of courage and imagination.

"Dorothy was a fool to leave, she could have stayed.
She held it right in her hands, she had 1t made.

She could have had it all for kecps, she was afraid.
She could have stayed."

But if Cas calls me 'Kansas' one more time I'11 kick her
fucking head in. Meanwhile, it's time we heard from.....

STENEN MoDONALD ©/» Alcan Jamaica Ltd; Kirkvine PO; Jamaica,

Hey, Caz, why den't you take over the zire from Skel?
You're far more interesting (especially when stened) than that
tatty old flat—-cap boozer is, but them I've always liked women
more than men (which fact disappoints penple like Tom Robinson).
You could even call it INFERNO again -~ I wouldn!'t mind. I
like to keep things warm,

Did you know there was a farm of poetry known as !Skeltonic
Verse', aka tumbling rhyme? I wrote a poem in skeltonic form
some time ago -- and then discovered what I'd done.

The main drag ihat Mike of the Hairy Knees fails to men-
tion re airports is that if you aren't first on the facking
plane the other 397 fucking passengers get in your way, iread
on your toes and steal all your bagage space, even if they
don't itry tn steal your seat. And in Heathrow, yuu get queued
anyway -- the baggage search. Best time to arrive is Just
before closing-off time, Straight threugh,
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THAT!S ENOUGH

vse0,0f dildos like you, McDonald, Cas should fake over
the zine, indeedl?! At least you realised she was drunk when
she gave her all last issue, urlike certain pratis (who shall
remain nameless) who wrote saying what a shit brilliant writer
she was, and how well she had encapsulated 'drunkenness' into
her writing. She was pissed onut of her tiny mind! Hmmm,
maybe we showld listen to someone a little more discerning...

RICK SNEARY 2962 Santa Ana St; South Gate; Californmia 90280,

Being kind-hearted the story ef Laddie is somewhat sad,
but I cheer up a little at the thought that 1t was only catis
that were being killed. I have been asking my mother for per-
mission 1o buy a cat for months...with the argument that T
needed something about that size to kick, when I got depressed,
I've not tried it, but it seems 1o me that kicking a cat might
relieve a lot of one!s tensions,

5o

"L was siruc v
the drapes. Like

a man hanging a cat."
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"Mogging the nunch" 1s not just an old English custom, but
the words certainly are. But what really tickles my sense of
wonder is the thought ef the poor nunch veing bogged by a mummy
bombed out of her geurd.

Very pleased o recieve SFD ag it was getting to be quite
a while since 1!'d heard from you and in this chancey hbusiness
it is all toc eften that somecne we like vanishes without a
word or trace, I haven't been putting out many words these
last few years, but I at least try to leave a trace.... Buh
aside from the usual feeling one gets for other fans one likes
but who are not really close encugh to be classed as friends, I
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would miss you two because of your uniqueness. I would be hard
pressed to explain how you are that much different from other
people who are all working hard at being different, butl still
my senses register a 'difference!, which I find enjoyable. It
may be in part that at times you seem mure mature than the aver-
age fan,..and al others so very young, Someliilag I never guite
managed, either then or now.

I would normally pronounce "Abramowitz" with a 'w! and I'm

neither female nor Jewish. In fact, I'd be interested to know
why anyone would pronounce it with a 'v!,

70 'W! OR NOT TO 'V'?

That i1s indubltably the question. Well Rick, way back in
the past certain mid-europeans, nct realising that there was a
chance of Teddy Kennedy cne day becoming president, decided that
America would probably be a good place to live, or so the story
goes, What actually happened was that they all won TAFF and de-—
cided that staying in the USA would be easier than writing a
trip report. BFeing mid-eurcpeans thneyv all pronounced their 'w!
as 'v!, as vas their vont, They had been doing this for hun-
dreds of years throughout eastern and central Iurcpe., It was
gomething knowa as "culture" and "language',

However, the americans who were already there (ie, Bnglish,
French and Dutch) were jealous, having neither a language nor a
culture of their owm and so they black-talled the new immigrants
whenever they trisd to join their clubs and thus 211 these new
immigrants became negros for what else can you be with bleck
balls? True, some did become coal miners but they foo were soen
pitted against society., Thus the Slavs became slaves and future
generations didn't cotton to the old ways of speaking and so
their language was robbed of its heritage in much the same way
as the Jewlsh language is being robbed today, This of course
is known as "0i Vay" robbery. Small wonder then that a US
jewess should be cut off from her heritage,

But surely they shculd have taught you all that at school,

Rick? That's certainly how our teacher told it to us inbetween
puffs at his strange smelling cigaretics,
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Blame the Yates' 0ld Crusted Port, Rick, I figured that
for a 'potted' history the least I could do was get potted,
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"Her mouth closed like a mousetrap, not the kind thatl would
ever cause the world to beat a path to her door."
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The Mearae have been and gone and I am left with crusted
port in one hand and a duck-leg in the other...and with the
realisation that this issue will not be out for christmas, Not
surprising seeing as it is now nearly 4 pm on Christmas Eve and
nothing has yet been run off, Soon Cas will be home from work,
nissed as a pewt no doubt, and the typing will have to stop
whilst I provide morzl support as she does the washing, bakes,
does the ironing, gets the tea ready and generally idles away
the evering, She seems strangely reluclant to accept the fact
that I'm doing all the work on SFD as an equitable distribution
of the labour. Sometimes I think I'1l never understand women,

ALL CHANWGE ON THE GUINEA-PIG FRONT

As foretold in John Brumner's famous non-sf novel, 'A
Plague On Both Your Cavies', the guinea-pig population of this
household has undergone some changes, It first started when we
got a phone-call at SEACON. Vomit had died, However, Guinncss
had already done his stuff and Glick irmediately came up with
a new litter, one of whieh, a 'Womit-type! was retained to re-
plenish the numbers and was so cute it was immediately given
the name 'Eli'!'. Sadly however, Eli's life was but a short one
as he was recently discovered to have died from the same myster-
ious causes as Vomit (The curse of the Guinea-Pig's Tomb?) and
the very next day Guinness himself had joined them. Glick how—
ever was sat calmly gnawing some celery next to his mortal rem-
ains, They do say that pets take an the characteristics of
their owners, don't they? Through plague and pestilence, acts
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of God and ravages of WaT..eesGlick eats, Cas thinks Glick is
dead cute,

Yet again Glick came through with the goods within days of

the {ragedy and once more they ave three. X2 and G2 are doing
well and the mother.....is eating, Specking of animals....

TONY STRELKCV CCH%: 5220 Jesus Maria; Cordoba: Argentina.

seseel consider that there is a connection between an
understanding and sympathy for feminism, and a love for cats,
in preference to dogSe.ocoo

26 DECEMBER 1379

Perhaps. Certainly the people who preach feminism seem to
be 'cat'! people,

I am learning things this christmas. For instance, did
you know that the Yule Log was a log which was put on the hearth
at christmas and the servants did no more work until it was
burned out? Needless to say the servants used to make sure that
it was well wetted first, It is this custom which gives rise
to the term 'a hack-log of work's. Not many people know that,

Also, England's first serious conquest of Ireland was
undertaken on Papal authority and the part of Ireland so con-
quored was known as the Fale, Hence, when you say that someone
is 'beyond the pale! you are really saying that they are Irish,
Some things remain efternally the same, This bit of information
comes from a book I bought Cas for christmas, 'Kings and Queens
of Britain' in which I also noted this item.

Robert (the) Bruce and John Comyn were two of the three
co-regents of Scotland, placed in that position by Edward the
first (of Fngland) after his defeat of Sir William Wallace.
Bruce arranged a meeting, presumably to discuss treason against
Bdward, Comyn presumably was against this because Robert Bruce
drew his dagger and stabbed "the Red Comyn" tc death. Then the
storm-clouds of rebellion blew fDarkover! Scotland. At least I
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assume this to be where MZB got her red-haired Darkovan Comynm
fromeaeelse twere a coincidence of grate prepsriion. Just time
for a last quote or two from !'The Wycherly Woman'.oses
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"I have no idea on the subject," But he had ideas., They
flickered darikly at the back of his green eyes like fish in
water too deep for identification,

"i fuller moon than last night's was rising behind the trees.
It gleamed through their branches like a woman's breast pressing
against wrought iron."
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BERNIE PEEK Godkncwswhere,

1 vhink, EQ, that you'll find your beer at 3.2 alcohol is
a bit weaker than british, 3Britisn soft drinks can go up to
aboul 1) alcohol and veers have been sold at about 13%
(Watney's Starlight) but they go up to about ten times thates..
and they still sell it in pints, not half-pinits, 4 pint of a
really strong beer can be as sirong as a dozen measures of
spirits.

29 DECHMBER 1979 (SKEL)

Eang about, Berniel! Spirits are sold in measures of one-
sixth of a gill which my dictionary claims tc be a quarter of a
pint so if my mathematics is right you are actually saying that
you can get beer that is half as strong as scotch, that is beer
at 20% alcohcl or 35%presf (Sykes). Where????? I know that
'0ld Ale' or 'Barley Wine'! is strong, but surely tc god it isn't
that strong?

Which brings us to the end of ancther SFD folks., Be sure
to tune in again next issue when your host will say:- "Fucking
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Hell, Cas, where've ycu put the
bleeding corflu this time?"

You will notice that Cas,
deeply ashamed of her drunken
ravings last issue, is hiding in
the wardrobe and refuses to come
out and face you this time,

Apart from Cas though there
are other obstacles to be over-
come in producing SFD, Kids!li
Vihenever I delve into my fanac
cupbcard fer some vital fanish
equipment such as stapler or
drawing equipment, 1t is invar-
iebly missing. Naturally they
all deny having anything to do
with it., "Who, me?" "yhat
stapler?" ‘“yWhich cupboard?"
Furious, I banned them from the
cupboard entirely, upon pain of
having their heads rammed right
up their awxxwixxs (this is the
back-cover you know). When my
stylus went missing I recieved
the usual chorus of innoccent
bewilderment, and when it came
to light undcr Deborah's bed
her amazement was total, I am
forced to conclude that the
last time I hand-cut a stencil
whilst laying prone under her
bed, I must have left it there,
What puzzles me is that, apart
from cutting siencils, such a
stylus is totally useless,

This has been my attempi
to produce the last zine of '79,.

Last stencdil : %0 December 1979
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